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EDITORIAL COMENT 


"The Great Debates" 


‘By the time this issue of the Kansas Speech Journal reaches 
your desk, a new President of the United States will have been 
chosen to guide the destiny of ovr country for the next four 
years, All of the excitement and expectancy of the pre-election 
months will have generally subsided, and the attention of the 
people will have turned to other interests, However, with the 
memory of the campaign still fresh in our minds; it might be 
well to briefly look at one of its most revolutionary innova- 
tions, the now famous "Great Debates," 


At no other veriod in the political history of this nation 
have its citizens had such a unique opportunity to view the 
aspirants to its highest office and to appraise and evaluate 
their respective stands on the great issues of the day. 
Through the modern miracle of television, Messrs, Kennedy and 
Nixon were brought face-to-face with each other and, at one 
and the same time, with the voters whose support they each 
were diligently secking. And with this mass confrontation, 
they were placed in an entirely new political posture, The 
candidates found themselves addressing, questioning, answering, 
and refuting each other beforea cross-sectional audience of 
millions of viewers in all corners of the country, 


The effect of these debates upon the outcome of the 1960 
election will undoubtedly come under the careful serutiny of 
research workers in various academic disciplines including 
that of Speech, In view of the high degree of probability 
that they will become an integral part of succeeding presiden- 
tial campaigns, it behooves us as educators in the area of 
oral commmication to become familiar with the reasoning 
behind, the techniques employed in, and the results of the 
four (and at this writing a possible fifth) televised Kennedy- 
Nixon meetings, As we then attempt to imbue our students with 
the necessary abilities for critical and discriminative 
listening and evaluation of such events, we may do so with a 

greater sense of personal authority end capability. 


In closing, I cannot heip but think that one of the deeper 
and perhaps less obvious aspects of the "Great Debates" is 
found in the fact that we are privileged to live in a society 
where such free and open public discussion of national and 
international affairs of state is not only permitted but 
encouraged as well, Indeed, at this Thanksgiving season which 
follows so closely upon the heels of an election, we could well 
give thanks for the system whereby we choose ovr country's 
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leaders,.,.a system which places a premium upon one of the 
cornerstones of democracy, the freedom of speech, At the 
same time, though, this system sets a great responsibility 
Squarely upon the shoulders of those of us charged with 
teaching the concepts, skills, and aprreciations crucial to 
the effective and creative implementation of this freedon,. 


It is a high calling which should stir each of us to profes- 
sional excellence, 


LYNN R, OSBORN 
Editor-in-Chief 
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SIDELIGHTS ON PRODUCING SHAKESPZARE 


Miss Helen Grahan* 


The choosing of a play for our college program is always 
a major decision; and when that choice is a Shakespearean 
drama, there 1s mich sovl searching and assessing of facilities, 
actors, production staff and, for the director, energy and a 
definite comitinent, Last spring Shakespeare seemed the 
logical decision: the students were enthusiastic and capable, 
it was some time since we had done a classic, ond I felt I 
shovld "honor the bard," since I had spent the previous summer 
in Stratford-upon-Avon studying at the Shakespeare Institute, 
a project of Rirminghan University. 

No one can live in Stratford for six woeks without 
beconing saturated with the Renaissance atmosphere, The tow 
has capitalized upon the historical significance of being 
"The Birthplace" as the hordes of sightseers testify; but in 


Spite of that canny exploitation, Stratford is a lovely old 


English village with friendly, helpful people who ere really 


proud of their tradition and the preservation of the sixteenth- 
century buildings, The lecturers at the Institute refused to 
argue the "Did Shakespeare really write Shakespeare?" question; 
they would occasionally say, ". . shakespeare, or whoever 
wrote Shakespeare" but that the plays and the tradition remain 
have been sufficient for months and years and centuries of 


study and enjoyment, 


"Miss Helen Graham is Associate Professor of Drama at 
Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas, 
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The repertory of plays presented at the Memorial Theatre 


adds greatly to the delight of the suwzer's study, of course, 
Though there is no connection between the Theatre and The 
Institute, tickets are reserved for us; and since they are at 
such a premimm, that is a great benefit. The complete separa- 


tion between literary drama and the professional theatre in 


England was a shock to me. (According to the English, it all 
stems from Cromvoli!) 

Be that as it may--the pressure to "do Shakespeare" had 
been tmilding vp for some tins--so--it somds very simple, is 
of covrse the easiest show to understend and present--we chose 
Twelfth Night as our spring show, 

Cutting is the first problem--and I always find cuts 
advantageous for plays to be presented by anateurs, Any show 
that runs over two playing hovrs is not a svecess at Southwestern, 
We cut a few whole scenes and shortened many speeches, 

Casting was easy because I ha¢ had most of my principles 


cast when we chose the play. I have always been annoyed with 


the presentations of Twelfth Nicht that I have seen, because 
Viola and Sebastian bore no relationship in either size or looks—— 
so we selected a boy and rsiri of similar heicht and coloring. 

With a boy's wig to match Viola's rusty brown bob, and with 
identical costvmes they looked so mvch alike that after the 
performance, Viola's mother put her arm around Sebastian to 
conpratulate her davghter on the performance! They practiced 


walking alike and the misteken identity idea seomed plausible, 


. 


The second most difficvlt casting job was that of Feste, 
the clowm, A voice major, who is also an excellent actor, 
though this was his first role on our stage, did a beautiful 
job for us--learning his songs and the mandolin accompaniment, 


For the other main parts, Malvolio, Olivia, Maria, Sir Toby 


and Andrew Aguecheek, we had mombers of our Campus Players group 


who could be made to look the parts and who worked very hard 
to master both the verse and the business, They all worked 
harder and enjoyed it more than any play they had ever done, 
Their appreciation communicated itself to the audience and 
the amazement of many of them at the fact that "Shakespeare 
was really fun" was the real triumph of the entire project, 

We made most of our ow costumes, There were some left 
from Mery of Scotland; but we built completely new ones for 
the twins, bright plue velvet with gold; for Sir Toby, red 
and red and black stripes; Sir Andrew, yellow-green and peach, 
The girls did their ow and were most effective in their 
purple, gold and black and red, with their farthingales moving 
gracefully to and fro and up and down, This took practice; 
they wore the hoops and underskirts for rehearsals for weeks, 

For any play which depends greatly upon vocal interpreta 
tion, I find individual rehearsals vitally important, The 
cast mombers knew what their speeches meent and tried hard to 
make them clear as well as aesthetically appealing, and at the 


full-cast rehearsals everyone had fun, 


Staging with limited facilities and budget is always a 
challenge, We solved the problem with black curtains, (according 
to Kenneth McGowan, the ruination of more amateur drama than 
any other factor!), sereens for the interiors localized by spots, 
and a formal garden against a sky cyk with cut-out trees and 
marble benches, The box-ledge was a low wall with a cut-out 
bush. 

We pulled the curtains for only one intermission, the 
scene changes were done as the lights dimmed ond three small 


stage hands, in costume, moved screens and chairs into place, 


The entire show, with the intermission, was one hour and fifty- 


five minutes, A success, according to my earlier statement, . 


As I suggested, Twelfth Nicht was the most satisfactory 
show we have done for years, We are now contemplating a tragedy. 


Which one wovld you suggest? 


THE VIRTUSS OF 
CROSS-EXAMINATION DEBATE 
Myrne Richards Roe* 


My first association with a high school debate tournament 
came with my capacity as a debate coach, I slowly began to 
realize that in comparison to collegiate debating, high school 
debating is more formal and stereotyped, And unfortunately, 
many high school teams are "canned," 

I don't wish to generalize that all high school debaters 
are coached to simply memorize staid speeches in a stilted 
"debatey" manner, but it is true that many teams are, and this 
limits the kind of matching of information and wit with persua- 
sive delivery that makes debate training a valuable odneations’s 
process, 


Cross-examination debating eliminates much of what I have 


just criticized in the preceding paragraphs, The student must 


have complete knowledge of the resolution, a quick wit, be 
able to adapt easily, and extemporize readily, It is in the 
questioning period of cross-examination debate that the 
debaters' real abilities come forth, And certainly one cannot 
overlook the value of clarification of cases or the value of 
learning to utilize in constructive speeches and rebuttals 


the information received from this cross-exam period, 


*Mrs, Roe is coach of Debate at Southeast High School in 
Wichita, Kansas, 
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Debate can be dull to an uninformed audience. Straight 
debate may be dry and boring, but the quick exchange of cross- 
examination gives the avdience an interesting stream of ideas, 
It's this type of quick exchange thet has brovght about a flood 
of well-atterded movies featuring courtroom cross-examination; 
weekly and daily television shows centering around dramatic 
examination of courtroom witnesses; and a rash of best sellers 


abvovt lawyers' agile tongues and clever dialogue. The presi- 


dential debates were a series of brief questions and quick 
replies, The audience was larre, Perhaps a straight speech 
by each candidate wovld not have been so avidly watched, 

But, the audience is not the only factor here, The 
debaters are, of course, most important, My conclusion is 
drawn from my debate teams and those teams of coaches with 
whon I have discussed cross-exemination debate, From these, 

I have found that most debaters, who have experienced cross— 
examination style debate, enjoy this type far more than ortho- 


dox debating. They feel the real test of their cases and 


extemporaneovs ability is through cross-examination debate; 
they think it is more funt No dull routine in cross-examination, 
but a constant new, interesting challenge, It insures a direct 
clash, 

Cross-examination debating is not a cure-all for all prob- 


lems inherent in hich school debating, but it is a start in the 


right direction, It is an interestingly educational experience 


for all debaters who desire a stimulating mental excercise in 


A RATIONALE 
FOR ARGUMENTATION AND DEBATE 


Richard Johannesen* 


From time to time college and high school debate coaches 
are called upon to defend the study and practice of argimenta- 
tion and debate, The source of interrogation may be any one 
of a number: a college president, a dean, a high school 
principal, a colleague or a parent, What shall we say to 
them? What can we answer to their probing questions? Ferhaps 
the following will outline the embryos of some answers, 

_Argumentation may be defined as "the art of influencing 
others, through the medium of reasoned discourse, to believe 
or act as one wishes them to believe or act," Broadly 
conceived, debate may be viewed as the process of implementing 
or applying the principles of argumentation through oral 
discourse in various situations, In a narrower sense, debates 
are "oral contests in argumentation, held according to estab- 
lished rules, the purpose being to present both sides of a 
controversy so effectively that a decision may be reached—— 


not on which side was right or wrong but on which side did the 


better job of arguing, 


A fundamental justification for studying and practicing 
debate and argumentation is that they are basic processes in 


our democratic society, Ours is a government by talk, not by 


*Mr, Johannesen is Assistant Instructor in Speech and 
Assistant Debate Coach at the University of Kansas 


force, "Literally, it is fovernment by argumentation, discus- 
sion and debate." The assumption is that "an informed public 
can and wij] make the wise decisions, and that one of the 


finest ways to inform the public is to give the best possible 


arguments in behalf of and against a proposition," Debate 
is preparation for "policy-determining debate such as we 
observe in the courtroom, the legislative assembly, and in 
countiess less formal situations of life," 
In addition, "if the society is large, the problems not 
amenable to group discussion, and the decisions bitterly 
contested, . . , discussion must eventually five way to debate."° 


"In practical situations, when discussion fails to reach a 


consensus, debate is the next logical step." "Debate as 2 


technique in a democracy becomes a necessary tool when, in a 
discussion or conference situation, two opposing factions find 


themselves in dianetric opposition, "® 


Training in debate also enhances one's ability at rational 
and analytical thought. It fosters more discerning listeners, 
more critical consumers of argumentation, "It is almost inmpos- 
sible for any person who lives in a free society to avoid being 
in a position in which he has to react to argumentation. For 
his own protection, in order that he may evaluate with some 
degree of capability the written and spoken ermments to which 
we are all constantly exposed, every person shovld understand 


the technique of argument and be able to distineuish good 


argument from bad"? "Training in argumentative principles, .. 


should increase your ability to discriminate -between straight 
10 
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and crooked thinking, between 'good' and 'bad'! propaganda, 


In somewhat the same manner, “anyone who is trained to evaluate 


the valid arguments on both sides of a question and to sort 


out and weigh the evidence for the affirmative as well as for 


the negative should be able to make more rational judgements, 


or, paraphrasing Isocrates, to debate more skillfully his 


problems in his owm mind, "1 


The probability of success in a profession or vocation 


is enhanced by training in argumentation, Olson found that 


more than 95% of 150 former debaters, representing law, sales, 


advertising, teaching and some twenty-five other occupations, 


believed that debating had given them help in their present 


occupations," Samuel Gould, President of Antioch College, 


firmly declares, "If I were to choose any single activity in 


college which has contributed most to my career, I would 


certainly choose debating, John W, Ashton, Vice-President 


of the University of Indiana, believes, "Debate, as a part of 


an excellent liberal arts college, has been highly important 


to me in all that I have done 4 "Skill in argument must be 


looked upon as a great asset to any person and as a requisite 


to leadership in many fields of endeavor , "9 


Through training and practice in argumentation, one grows 


in poise, self-realization and effectiveness in comaunication 
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Hence, one's chances for adequate social adjustment 
are inoreased,,”” In addition, debate affords excellent exer-. 
cise in extemporaneous speaking and in oral presentation per 

Competence in argumentation widens one's general inflvence 
in social movenents, Training in debate not only assists in 
discovering basie information and positions but also assists 
in making the principles based vpon them weal. 

Finally we turn to the relation between training in debate 
and the goals of general education, Giffin and Linkugel 
enunciate ten objectives inherent to debate which foster the 
four "sovnd educational objectives" set forth in the Harvard 
Comittee Report of 1945, Debate nurtures the following fovr 
basic goals: (1) to think effectively, (2) to commmnicate 
thovght, (3) to make relevant judgements, and (4) to diserin- 

19 


inate among values,” A thoughtful reading of this article 
is more then worthwhile for any coach of debate, 

In conclusion, it is well to remember that Joseph 
Conrad's discerning thought applies not only to written but 


also to oral discourse: "Give me the right word, , .and I 


will move the world," For speakers, debate will aid then 


in finding the right word; for listeners, debate will help 
them discern the right word, 
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AP YOU A VEMB-R OF THE 
KANSAS ASSOCIATION? 


The Kansas speech Association has two types of membership 
open to those interested in furthering and promoting speech and 
speech activities: NRemular Membership ($2.50) entitling the 
member to the Kansas Speech Journal, attendance at all associ- 
ation functions plus voting and office-holding privileges; 
Sustaining Membership ($5.00) for those interested in giving 
greater support to the Association and the promotion of its 
activities, 


If you are not a momber, join now by clipping the coupon 
below and forwarding it, along with a check or money order for 
the amount necessary for the membership you choose to: 


Alan Govld, Secretary-Treasuror 
Kansas Spsech Association 
Washington High School 

Bethel, Kansas 


( ) Regular Membership, ... . $2.50 ( ) New 
) Sustaining Membership . . . $5.00 ) Renewal 
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We Meet In St, Louis— 


In December! 


1960 
SPEECH AND THEATRE 


CONVENTION 


Joint Meeting of 


SFEWCH ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICA 


NATIONAL SOCTZTY FOR THE 
STUDY OF COMMUNICATION 


AMERICAN FCRENSIC 
ASSOC TATION 


NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION ASSOCIATION 


AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS 


SHERATON—JEFFERSON HOTEL 
ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI 
DECEMBER 22-30, 1960 


IMPORTANT: 


Make your hotel reservations early, 
Send your pre-reristration at once tos 


Robert C, Jeffrey, Executive Secretary 


Speech Association of America 
Indiena University 


Bloomington, Indiana 
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